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SUBJECT: 

TAB A: 

REFERENCE: 


The Secretary of ^tate 

Flood Relief to Communist China 

Current Status of the Floods in 
Communist China 

Paragraph 3b, Rat loan 1 security 
Council Record of Action dated 
12 August 1®S4 


1 A press dispatch reports that the Chinese Rationalist 
government ha* appealed to President Eisenhower to ££*£*• 
offer of food to Eastern European flood victim* **T 

same amount of aid to Chinn An inf the 

Communist newspaper in Bong Kong on 14 Aegunt caiiea upon 

United States to offer flood relief i V J ^® r !?•£?! 
i« "a friend of the Chinese people and thus, counter ant 

American propaganda is China. 

9 rj«> j ttinsr is la a more awkward position, a» regards any 

possible offer of taorloo. old. ‘ h * ,n ” r f 1L 

Sovoroooots which .coopte* it. P»il>ln« H?... 

nnnnihilitv of "genuine friendly aid from the United Staten. 

program , than ha* any Eastern European state. 

3 It thus seems probable that any American offer of 
fiAndffilivf would he rejected. If such an offer were made 
and rejected, the United States would he in a strong propaganda 
*'^ 4 * tan with the Asian ’‘neutrals" and with the Chinese people, 

who could be informed of the off ®* **1®**^* 
radio broadcasts, and travelers from Hong Kong, if I’eipmg 

failed to inf ora then. 
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4, The propaganda tdvaetist i* each ** offer would be 

particularly greet if the Soviet Onion were to fail to offer 

aid, or were to offer only token aid as in the case oi the 

Satellites. Although Moscow has been expected to make a 

donation for flood relief, there has an yet been no word that 

it has done so. 

5, If Peiping were to accept an American offer of aid, 
the Chinese Communists would be expected to conceal the eoarce 
of the aid wherever possible. It would not be possible, however, 
to conceal the fact of aid fron other governments and peoples. 
Moreover, the Chinese people could be informed of the • our€ f 

aid by leaflet drops, radio, or travelers, Just as they could be 
informed of a rejected offer. The word would paws quickly 
throughout China, as the Chinese for centuries have obtained 
the bulk of their information by "village telegraph" — word 
of mouth. 


6. It ia possible that a 0. *‘i. failure to offer flood 
relief to Communist China, particularly ia view of U. b. offers 
to Eastern European nations where flood damage was much lea* 
severe, could be used by uafr deadly nation* a* a substantial 
propaganda weapon. Moreover, Asian and other spokesmen might 
well ask publicly, as in the case of atonic attacks on Japan, 
whether the United States i® distinguishing "white" Europeans 
from "colored’' Asians. An offer of aid considerably less 
generous than the offer to Eastern Europe could also be subject 
to such criticism. 

7. The United States might sacrifice its potential propa- 
ganda advantage unless it moves quickly. For example, the 
British Labor party delegation now ia Peiping sight be 
approached by Chinese Communist leaders with a hint that the 
British should head an international relief operation, particu- 
larly in the light of the "improved relations" between Britain 
and Peiping which the Chinese radio ha® been emphasising in 
recent days. A similar approach might b© made to one or more 
of the Asian "neutrals." 
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The curreet OMta ““^sfnSoS" %3£ « 

century eith the e«.Pti« ^ W»J S "“ W31 le ».i. 

aucb ©f central China equal* or 

Hundreds of Ha* 

two north-south * e f iEhwmy transport between these two 

--hr. srsag s£?s 

^riu» t r.??iie r trr«“arr».port « «-«->•« 

_ . lave la have dropped iu most 

Peiping cl alas that ***** I* t cai5 *ta« through Hankow on 

section* of the Tfangtae, ^ uoint S3 inches above the IB81 
Sunday raised the lml *® awStem^haa thu# far prevented »*» ko * 
record . A reinforced dlk f frOB ^tng destroyed, bat 

and the area northwest of *|*e ?LL tl tante and Is the principal 
Hankow , which ha# one ^ durable danger . Baange 

city of Central China, 0 j Hanking, where one-third ©1 

to the Huai river valley, ■tost h»a thus far been 

the total flood damage occurred in 1991 . has thus is 

limited . 

“elplhH r.portwl » tSo'aouthT™/*’ Im**'* 11 ■ 

^XTrtZY “iLd thr.ut. to th. T.IXo. «iv.r, 

which has been rising i» recent day®. 

MbS estimated at bl,300,iHM>,00a U»3i 
in 1931, flood daus*« “* SilSles, including M,000 
value). An area of 100, . __ flooded, and about 

square mile* of cultivated displaced. The current flood 
25 , 000,000 country t^thirds of the 1931 damage, 

damage is believed to be /XmiTdXuS (current value) . 
amounting to at leaet cultivated land has been flooded, 

About 40,000 square mile* of aultrvateu MilIioa tons; 

and crop losses have amounted to morex«a« 
the number of people displaced « 

There might be much UW 
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